VILLAGE OF HANOVER PARK
HISTORIC COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
2121 W Lake Street, Room 123, Hanover Park, IL
Tuesday, July 26, 2022
6:00 p.m.
AGENDA
1. Call to Order
2. Acceptance of Agenda
3. Presentations/Reports – none
4. Approval of Minutes:
4-a. Approval of the meeting minutes from Tuesday, May 24, 2022
5. Townhall
Persons wishing to address the public body must register prior to Call to Order.
Please note that public comment is limited to 5 minutes per speaker.
6. Old Business
7-a. Wall of Mayors Project (8 Total)
Provided to Manager’s Office: Bock, Crawshaw, Packham, Craig
Still researching a higher quality photo: Barone, Baker, Jensen, Domingue
7-b. Historic Preservation of Photographs – ongoing
7-c. Historic Preservation/Organizing Documents/Items of Historical Significance – ongoing

7-d. Discuss process and resources for identifying structures of historical significance including
Sears & Montgomery Ward Catalogue homes built in Hanover Park.
• 08/24/2021 Discussion: Chairperson Kunkel advised there are (2) Sears Homes and
no Montgomery Ward Homes.
• 10/26/2021: Chairperson Kunkel to research the property addresses.
• See attached spreadsheet.
7-e. Discuss application and review process for identifying eligible
properties/people/organizations for the Heritage Plaque Program.
• 08/24/2021 Discussion: The nominations should come from members of the
Committee, residents, and business owners. There should be verification of eligibility
for the Historic Plaque Program and consent from the property owner to have the
plaque placed on the property. Nominations should be received by the regularly
scheduled meeting in March of each year.
• 10/26/2021: Trustee Gutierrez suggested an e-Blast and/or an article in the
Highlighter.
• 01/25/2022: Executive House/Dairy Manager Building, Prairie Station Pub, Music Arts
Building, Lutheran Church, Church Parsonage. Decision to approve the Prairie Station
Pub and Lutheran Church (Community of Hope Church) for the 2022 Heritage Plaque
Program at the next meeting in February.
• 02/22/2022: Committee voted to approve the Prairie Station Pub and Lutheran Church
(Community of Hope Church) for the 2022 Heritage Plaque Program.
• 03/22/2022: Member Mueller provided research on the Lutheran Church (see
attached) and Trustee Gutierrez was going to work on documentation for the Prairie
Station Pub.
• 06/28/2022: Discussion on the Heritage Plaque Program and properties selected.
See attached memo and attachments.
8. Action Items
8-a. None.
9. New Business
8-a. Board Liaison Update
8-b. Staff Liaison Update
• 2023 Budget & Goal Discussion (See attached)
• Next meeting is August 23, 2022
10. Adjournment

Historic Committee Agenda 07-26-2022

AGENDA MEMORANDUM
TO:

Chair & Historic Committee members

FROM:

Shubhra Govind, Director of Community & Economic Development
Kevin Pini, Police Officer/Staff liaison

SUBJECT: Historic Plaque Program – criteria and process
ACTION
REQUESTED:

Approval

Concurrence

Discussion

Information

MEETING DATE: June 28, 2022
________________________________________________________________________
Executive Summary
The Historic Committee budgeted for 2 Historic Plaques for this fiscal year. While the
criteria were discussed, the process and logistics need to be identified.
Background
The approved 2022 Budget includes 3 goals for the Historic Committee. Pl see attached.
Staff intends to bring each to the Committee for discussion to enable accomplishment of
these goals. The first relates to Heritage Property/Site Plaques / Individual & Org Plaques.
In 2019, the Historic Committee discussed a Historic Plaque program, designed similar to a
similar program in place that the Hanover Township uses. The Committee also discussed
potential criteria for selecting properties & people to be honored with plaque. See attached
In 2021, the recipient was determined to be Bob Reis, and a plaque was installed in the
Ontarioville Plaza (see attached image), which was the original location of Mr. Reis’s
properties, prior to the Village purchasing them for a civic purpose. The plaque was
designed similar to those that Hanover Township uses, and the Public Works Department
installed it in the plaza in an area visible from the street.
On January 25, 2022, the Committee identified Executive House/Dairy Manager Building,
Prairie Station Pub, Music Arts Building, Lutheran Church, and Church Parsonage as eligible
properties and reached a decision to vote to approve the Prairie Station Pub and Lutheran
Church (Community of Hope Church) for the 2022 Heritage Plaque Program at the next
meeting in February. On February 22, 2022 the Committee voted to approve the Prairie
Station Pub and Lutheran Church (Community of Hope Church) for the 2022 Heritage Plaque
Program.

Agreement Name: _________________________________________________________________________________
Executed By: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Staff would like direction from the Committee regarding the following issues:
1. Location of the Historic Place for installation: Going forward, should the plaques for
historic buildings be installed on the building? Is there criteria for the location – such
as it needs to be visible from the street, or be on the same façade as the front door?
The mounting mechanism will be different depending on whether it is wall mounted
or on a stake in the ground. Some communities also include verbiage indicating this
is just for commemoration and does not put the property on any local or national
historic registry, or impact property taxes.
2. Process: As the Staff began to work on logistics around installation, it was
determined that if the Committee could reconsider the properties for selection this
year and consider recognizing the Lutheran Church (Community of Hope Church)
and the church parsonage as it is easier to coordinate with one property owner
rather than two when possible.
3. Logistics: While the Village already have the approval from Mr. Reis’s family,
approval will be needed for installation of plaques on properties identified in the
future. Is the Committee agreeable to staff reaching out to the property owners?
4. Program Name: Though it has been referred to as the Historic Plaque Program, the
installed plaque calls it a ‘Heritage Marker’. What should the program be called?
There needs to be publicity and education of the public to inform them of the program. A
few examples from other communities are attached.
Here is a good resource for Sears Catalogue Homes:
http://www.searsarchives.com/homes/index.htm
Requested Action:
Provide direction regarding location, process and logistics.

Attachments:

Att. 1 – 2022 Approved Budget Goals for Historic Committee
Att. 2 - Heritage Marker/Historic Plaque program criteria
Att. 3 – Photo of installed Heritage Marker for Bob Ries
Att. 4 – Reis Heritage Marker Proof
Att. 5 – Info from other communities
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DEPARTMENT OF VILLAGE BOARD, CLERK, COMMITTEES
1450 – HISTORIC COMMISSION
PURPOSE STATEMENT
The purpose of the Historic Commission is to promote the educational, cultural, economic and general
welfare of the community by ensuring the preservation of structures and properties that represent the
cultural heritage of the Village of Hanover Park and of the community prior to the Village’s incorporation.
Other purposes associated with this commission include: presenting information and programs
concerning historic preservation issues that affect the village, its residents and businesses; creating new
or coordinating existing historic programs suitable for achieving the goals of this commission; working
with other agencies and individuals who are working on historic preservation programs; encouraging the
preservation, restoration and rehabilitation of structures, buildings and properties that advance the
history of the village; identifying such property, structures or areas within the Village that are historically
significant; and establishing criteria and recommend to the Village Board of Trustees designation of
heritage plaques.
The Ordinance to establish a Historic Commission was passed by the Village Board in mid-2017. Since
no commission members have been appointed yet, there have been no official meetings. An Ordinance
was also passed later in 2017, creating a Historic Committee to support the mission of the Historic
Commission. Committee members were appointed, and the Historic Committee meets regularly to
forward the goals of the Village.
The Goals and Accomplishments below reflect the work of the Historic Committee
2021 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Strategic Plan Goal #2: Community Image & Identity
1. Heritage Property/Site Plaques. The Historic Committee will honor eclectic and historic
properties within the Village with a Heritage Plaque program. The Committee will establish
criteria, policies and process for the Heritage Plaque program, to help recognize qualified
properties in the community. Two such plaques will be awarded in 2021. Evaluate coordination
with Hanover Township’s Plaque program as well. (First through fourth quarters)
Ongoing. While the criteria was developed, the committee is working on an application and
review process for identifying eligible properties.
2. Arbor Day/Individual & Organization Plaques. The Historic Committee will continue to honor
individuals/organizations within the Village with the Heritage Plaque program. The Committee
will establish criteria and policies for the Heritage Plaque program, to help recognize those that
have made an impact in the community. Two such plaques will be awarded in 2021 on Arbor Day.
(First through fourth quarters)
In process. A plaque has been designed and is in the process of production for installation. The
plaque would honor Robert Reis, and will be placed in the Ontarioville Plaza, the location of which
was previously owned by him.
3. Inventory Sears Catalogue homes built in Hanover Park. (First through fourth quarters)
Deferred to 2022.

4. Digitize historic documents including slides, tapes and various other media. (First through
fourth quarters)
Ongoing. Materials, including slides, film, VHS tapes, are being sent out for being digitized,
converting into a usable format.

2022 BUDGET GOALS
Strategic Plan Goal #2: Community Image & Identity
1. Award Heritage Property/Site Plaques/Individual & Organization Plaques. The Committee will
finalize an application and selection process and identify one or two recipients.
2. Inventory Sears Catalogue/Montgomery Ward and other historic homes built in Hanover Park.
Discuss process and resources to help identify such structures.
3. Digitize historic documents including slides, tapes and various other media.

HISTORIC PLAQUE PROGRAM
 Independent of township’s
 Follow same logistics – use same company for plaques?
 Develop criteria:

BUILDINGS/PROPERTY:
Building or property should meet at least 2 criteria:
•

Should have local/regional/national historic/architectural significance

•

Should be at least 75 years old

•

Built by a well-known architect/designer

•

Should have a significant figure attached to its history

•

Sears/Montgomery Ward/Woolworth Home (need proof of authenticity?)

PEOPLE:
Plaque would be placed in a location determined by the Historic Committee.
Person should be deceased and also meet at least 1 other criteria:
•

Made significant contribution to the community

•

Participated in/connected with significant historic event

From: Salazar, Michele <MSalazar@hpil.org>
Sent: Monday, September 27, 2021 1:38 PM
To: Pini, Kevin <kpini@hpil.org>
Subject: Heritage Marker
Hello Kevin,
We ordered The Robert Ries heritage marker on August 26th and was alerted that it was ready for pick
up on September 16th. The total with the mounting stake was approximately $550.
It is a 10” x 12” size. Black background with Holly Bronze finish casting letters, logo and perimeter.
SBM45 mount with the 1” dia. stake.
We went through Crown Trophy of course and they should have the font we used on file. Let me know if
there is anything else you need.
Have a good rest of your day,
Michele Salazar
Senior Administrative Assistant
Public Works | Village of Hanover Park, IL
2121 Lake Street, Hanover Park, IL 60133
(630) 823-5702 Office
(630) 823-5704 Fax
hpil.org

VILLA PARK - HISTORIC PLAQUE PROGRAM
Every year the Historical Preservation Commission grants Historic
Plaque Awards to owners of buildings that have historical merit, and
are important to our heritage. Villa Park is very fortunate to be rich in
diverse and historic architecture that gives the village its unique
character. The village is proud to have over sixty properties that have
been honored with this distinction, along with two locally designated
historic landmark districts. The annual Historic Plaque Awards
program includes Historic Preservation, Historic Landmark, and
Sears Catalog Home categories. Anyone can nominate a home for
this award. However, owner consent is necessary for receiving this
award.

QUALIFICATIONS

To qualify for the Historic Preservation award, the building must be at
least 65 years old, and must be significant in history or architecture
style. The Historic Landmark award must have historical significance
to the community, either by a prominent owner or family, and be at least 50 years old. For the
Sears Catalog Home award, authentication is necessary by a designated Sears Catalog Home
authority, or by having original papers that includes the model number, age, or documents.

APPLICATION

The application deadline is February 15, 2013. The maximum awards that can be issued each year
are ten. All applications not selected, if qualified, will be retained and reviewed for the following
year. Completed applications (PDF) can be dropped off at the Village Hall, to the attention of Carol
Marcus, Historic Preservation Chair.

RESEARCH

The Villa Park Historical Museum's Resource Library is an excellent place to start your preliminary
research by using the old directories and the "Red Books" home architectural surveys that were
completed in the late 1980's by the Preservation Commission. The homes surveyed in the book
only reflect those properties that were 50 years or older at the time the survey sheets were
created. There may have been subsequent updates written in by volunteers recording the former
owners names and dates from the directories. This may not reflect the true owners, and could be
renters. Museum staff could assist you on this process. Occasionally, prior home owners visiting
the museum may have updated the information sheets and provided additional photos. Brief
instructions on "How to Research Your House" are also available at the Village website.
The only way to get an accurate date of when your house was first occupied is at the DuPage
County Clerk's Office. A detailed procedure is available at the museum for you to follow when you
go to Wheaton. You will need to trace ownership backwards; from who you bought your house
from, through the entire ownership chain. York Township can only provide the date of when the
property first was taxed. Older houses in the Villa Park (1908) or Ardmore (1910) subdivision may
have had the date that the land was subdivided as the first date recorded at the township office as
"date built," because that is when the land first was taxed.

HINSDALE PLAQUE PROGRAM:
https://www.hinsdalehistory.org/plaqueprogram

NAPERVILLE - Historic Structures Plaque Program
1.What is a Naperville Heritage Society Historic Structures plaque?
The plaque recognizes Naperville homes and buildings considered architecturally and/or
historically important to Naperville. It identifies structures that are significant to Naperville's
history through the integrity of their location, architecture, materials and historical association.
Historic Structures Plaque Program

2.Does my home or business qualify?
The first step is to request a packet of information from the Research Library at Naper
Settlement. The information includes resources for research that can help owners in their quest
for documenting the building's age and prior ownership. You can contact the Library by calling
630.305.5259.
3.Will the plaque restrict remodeling or renovations I plan to do?
The plaque will not interfere with an owner's rights in making changes or improvements to
their property. The issuance of a plaque does not reflect or offer tax credits or abatements for
rehabilitation projects or properties.

Historic Structures Plaque Program

Preservation is an ongoing effort that is most successful when public and private efforts occur
jointly and in collaboration. To that end, Naper Settlement promotes preservation through a
number of programs and outreach efforts to share our resources and work with others interested in
seeing Naperville's heritage preserved in a variety of ways. We promote the care and maintenance
of older homes and buildings, with recognition given thru the Historic Structures Plaque Program.
Program Purpose
The Naperville Heritage Society's Historic Structures Plaque Program has been in place since 1970,
and more than 100 homes have been recognized. The plaques, which appear on historic properties
in Naperville, are a way to increase community awareness of architecturally and historically
significant properties, which promotes a sense of pride in local historic preservation. Homeowners
conduct research on the history of their property. Upon completion, a committee reviews the
application to see if the structure qualifies for a plaque, which is awarded based on the property's
architectural and/or historical merit.
Application Process
The completed application form (PDF) from the home research resource packet should be
submitted with:
•

An 8-by-10-inch color photo of the property illustrating structure or site features

•

Documentation of research of the structure's date, architectural style and other related
historical significance

The application will be reviewed by the Historic Structures Plaque Program Committee. If a
property meets the appropriate criteria, the plaque will be approved for issuance. Arrangements will
be made with the individual property owner for the plaque presentation from the Naperville
Heritage Society. Throughout the plaque application process, museum services staff members are
available for consultation. To use the Naperville Heritage Society archives, contact the Library at
630.305.5259 for an appointment. You can also view frequently asked questions about the
program.

ELGIN - HERITAGE PLAQUE PROGRAM
About
The purpose of the Elgin Heritage Commission Heritage Plaque Program is to identify and promote
awareness and appreciation of those buildings in Elgin that have historical and/or architectural
value.
The program is indicative of the pride Elgin has in its past and its desire to preserve the history for
future generations. Under the auspices of the Elgin Heritage Commission, the program was
initiated in 1985 in celebration of Elgin's 150th anniversary.

Application
A Heritage Plaque Application and $65 payable to the City of Elgin may be submitted to:
City of Elgin
Community Development Department
150 Dexter Ct.
Elgin, IL 60120
(847) 931-6004

Research
You may find unique stories about your building as you begin your research. Working with libraries,
the city, and other sources, you will need to research the architectural style, design, builder, and
former owners as you gather your historical data. Please use the following link for Research
Sources to begin your search!

Historic Elgin Website
Historic Elgin is an award winning site that brings awareness to Elgin’s architectural and cultural
heritage. Information on this site was gathered from the Elgin Heritage Commission’s Building
Plaque Program

Glen Ellyn - House Plaquing Criteria and Application
The Glen Ellyn Historical Society has a commemorative plaquing program for the
recognition and plaquing of historically and/or architecturally significant structures in Glen
Ellyn. The word “structure” refers to various types of buildings, e.g., houses, churches,
stores and schools. If you think your house is 80 years of age or older, it may qualify for a
plaque from the Glen Ellyn Historical Society. Call 630–469-1867 or email
director@gehs.org for more information on fees and how to proceed.
Please be aware that the Historical Society's plaquing program is commemorative. While a
plaque honors a Glen Ellyn home/structure, the plaque does not carry any protections for
the property.

Establishing A Plaque Program
Overview
Local and state historical societies almost always are searching for new and innovative ways to
enhance the historical awareness of members of their communities. Plaque programs provide one
of the most effective and least expensive ways of bringing history “to the streets.” A plaque
program, organized and administered by a historical society, involves the recognition and
landmarking of local historic properties through the use of plaques typically purchased by the
owners of these properties. In recent years, an increasing number of historical societies have
established such programs, often as a means of enhancing community outreach and historical
awareness.

Program Start-Up
In establishing a plaque program a historical society must: a) determine the goals and objectives
of the program; b) select the type of program most likely to permit the fulfillment of these
objectives; and c) set the criteria for inclusion in the plaque program.

Establishing Program Goals and Objectives
Historical societies tend to organize plaque programs for any number of reasons, but most
typically, these reasons include:
•

Membership. Plaque programs allow a historical society a means by which it can
expand its outreach and membership. For building and home owners who may not
be members of or active in a historical society but who are, nevertheless,
interested in local history and historic preservation, participation in a plaque
program often serves as the first step toward more active involvement.

•

Education. Marking a substantial number of buildings in a given district or a
neighborhood provides a graphic image of the history of that area. As such, the
historical society may find itself better able to bring history directly to those it was
previously unable to reach – uninvolved residents, visitors, or tourists.

•

Preservation and Rehabilitation. Although a plaque program itself does not
necessarily imply the recognition of buildings as historic sites, the guide- lines by
which a building is accepted into the pro- gram may serve to encourage building
owners to rehabilitate and maintain their historic structures.

•

Fund Raising. A plaque program has the potential to be a fund raiser for the
sponsoring organization. Some dealers are even wishing to sell plaques to
historical societies at wholesale prices. The historical society may, in turn, either
pass these discounts on to the building owner or use the discount for their own
fund raising purposes.

•

Certainly, these are not the only reasons historical societies establish plaque
programs. Whatever the reason, it is crucial that the objectives of the program be

established ahead of time and that there be a consensus reached on the
objectives. Ideally, the form which the program takes should be dependent entirely
upon the goals selected.
Selecting Appropriate Program Form
In determining the type of program able to meet the objectives set out for it, the historical society
must make two basic decisions. First, on the basis of the program objectives, the historical society
must choose between two overall types of programs, interpretive and recognition. An interpretive
program involves the landmarking of historic sites using markers with customized wording
describing the specific structure or district. For example, as shown in Fig. 1, such plaques may
provide a bit of the history of a specific site. If the primary program objective is community
education, this type of program would be most appropriate. Furthermore, a plaque program of
this sort can be used as a basis for a walking tour.
Roadside markers are a special type of interpretive markers. Larger (and more expensive) than the
usual interpretive plaque, roadside markers permit the communication of more detailed
information. Typically, these are mounted on a post adjacent to the historic site, unlike plaques,
which are mounted on the wall of a building.
If the objective of the program is either outreach and membership or preservation and
rehabilitation, a recognition program may be more suitable. Recognition plaques also tend to be
less expensive since they have little or no customized wording. The National Register plaque used
for recognition, usually is inscribed with the following wording: ‘This property has been placed on
the National Register of Historic Places by the United States Department of the Interior.” A more
sophisticated (and expensive) plaque includes the name of the building, restorer, construction
date, or reference number (such as indicating a description in a guide book) printed either below
or above the standard wording.
Secondly, the historical society must decide whether or not it wants a consistent plaque format or
whether the selection of the format will be left, up to the individual purchaser, If one of the
objectives of the program is to increase community awareness of the activities of the historical
society, then it may be important that all plaques ordered through the program are of a consistent
format. Typically, it is in the historical society’s interest to ensure that, regardless of whether the
program is of the interpretive or recognition type, all plaques have some sort of logo or the name
of the historical society placed at the top or bottom of each plaque. Some historical societies,
however, go beyond this and determine exact plaque specifications, i.e., the material used, shape
of the plaques, and wording permitted.
For the historical society adopting a program with a set plaque format, i.e., with more than just the
name of the historical society at the top or bottom, there are a number of alternatives regarding
the manner in which the plaque is fabricated and its shape and size:
Mode of Fabrication: Plaques are fabricated in several ways: metal casting, or metal photo
processing.
•

Metal Casting: Plaques fabricated in this method are usually made from either
bronze, aluminum, or iron. All three must be cast in a foundry; however, not all
foundries are alike. Depending on the equipment and casting process used by a

foundry, the price of a cast plaque can vary greatly. Furthermore, there are
advantages and disadvantages for each type of material. Aluminum, while typically
priced in the middle range, looks less expensive and may corrode over time.
Bronze, while the most expensive, looks more dignified and lasts longer.
•

Metal Processing: Plaques processed onto metal, as opposed to plaques cast out
of metal, are the least expensive. For the historical society considering this mode of
fabrication, there are two choices, metal photo and screen processing. In the case
of the former, text and photograph are embedded in photosensitized aluminum. In
the case of the latter, text and photo are essentially painted onto the surface of the
metal. Metal photo offers a number of advantages since it is the least expensive to
produce and provides the clearest image reproduction, which is ideal if the
historical society wishes to incorporate into the plaque an old fashioned-looking,
tintype photo of a structure that once stood on a site. However, these plaques can
be damaged if vandals use a sharp object, and they can only be reproduced in a
limited number of colors (silver and black) when used outdoors.

•

Shape and Size: Depending upon the type of plaque (cast metal, photo processed
metal) desired, historical societies should be able to find a manufacturer able to
provide a plaque of nearly any shape or size. Clearly, the price of the plaque
depends to a great extent upon the size ordered. With respect to plaque shapes,
while historical societies using processed metal usually are limited to a square or
rectangular shape, in theory, no such limitations exist with respect to processed
wood or cast metal. A number of mass-produced standard shapes, suitable for
historic sites – squares, rectangles, ovals, and “colonials” – are available primarily
through local sign shops. Finally, cast metal plaques can be made in virtually any
shape since they are cast from reusable patterns. However, the more complex the
shape, the more difficult to finish the edges of the plaque and, thus, the higher the
price. While these steps may make the process of setting up the program seem
quite complex, most plaque producers will be able to provide advice and
assistance, hence greatly simplifying the decision-making process.

Running Stage
In actually implementing a plaque program a historical society must: a) publicize the program; and
b) set up an application, selection, and order processing system. Each of these steps is described
in more detail below.

Publicizing the Program
In general, a plaque program is, over a period of years, self-promoting in that as plaques are
placed, they generate public interest, often becoming a “tradition” in themselves. The methods for
publicizing a plaque program, to a large degree, are dependent upon the goals of the programs.
For groups whose objective is to recognize and to coordinate restoration activities by its members,

publicity can be accomplished through internal organizational communications, e.g., newsletters
and meetings.
For groups using the program as a fund raiser, to stimulate community awareness or to create a
walking tour, a minimal amount of promotional work is desirable and not difficult to accomplish.
Often historical societies try to publicize their plaque programs using the local media, such as
community newspapers and radio. Such publicity efforts may be facilitated greatly if the historical
society already has mounted one or two plaques on well-known properties. A second method by
which the historical society may accomplish its publicity objectives is through the use of direct
mail. A simple direct mail flyer addressed to owners of historic properties often incorporates a
photo of a typical plaque, an order form for a plaque, and in some cases, an application form (see
section on program participation and participant selection below). Annual or semi-annual award
dinners or events may be used to publicize a program recognizing significant restoration efforts in
the community.

Establishing Application, Selection, and Ordering System
Eligibility criteria for program participation allow the historical society to influence and to direct
community norms regarding the proper care and maintenance of historic properties. Examples of
such criteria are: a) age of the structure; b) inclusion on a historic properties survey; and c)
rehabilitation technique, i.e., the degree to which architectural integrity guidelines are followed.
The type of application process used by the historical society depends on the nature of the criteria
established for program participation. That is, those plaque programs for which stringent eligibility
criteria exist are likely to have a more detailed application process than those with few criteria.
Application forms often accompany program publicity materials distributed by the historical
society to potential participants. In situations in which information about all properties that might
be included in the program are readily available to the historical society, such as properties listed
on the National Register, the application form need only request such basic information as the
name and address of the property, name and address of property owner, and date on which the
property was placed on the Register or recorded in local historical records. In those cases in which
such information is not readily available or in which the eligibility criteria set by the historical
society demand further information (for instance, the source of information pertaining to
historical significance of the property, listing of structural changes to property, the application
form should incorporate questions pertaining to these issues. Of course, it is in the historical
society’s interest to keep its requests for information realistic and the application form as simple
as possible. In many cases the application form doubles as an order form. That is, rather than
processing the application and then beginning the ordering process, the historical society requires
payment and shipping information on some portion of the application form. The nature of the
ordering process itself depends on the system worked out between the historical society and the
plaque supplier. Some suppliers will request that all plaque orders be processed centrally and that
plaques be shipped to the historical society. In such cases, the historical society processes all
payments and is made responsible for the final distribution of the plaques. In other cases, the
supplier may be willing to accept orders directly from individual participants (using the historical
society’s order form), and ship directly to the participant. Delivery times vary greatly among
suppliers, ranging from two weeks to three months; therefore, it is recommended strongly that
plaques to be presented at some special event be ordered well in advance.

Other Issues
Legal Restrictions: There are no federal regulations governing the placing of historical markers
although there is a common misconception that properties listed on the National Register should
be marked with a uniform text. In fact, nothing seems to mandate this text other than tradition.
Local and state regulations may cover the placing of roadside markers and larger, free-standing
plaques that may in some fashion disrupt the smooth flow of traffic on roadways.
Mounting (and the problems of theft): One of the questions that most frequently arises
concerns the danger of theft or vandalism. Surprisingly, it is often the smaller, less urban
communities that suffer from this problem. To some extent, the type of plaque (material)
influences the frequency and type of damage that may occur. Should theft be a concern, the two
best precautions are placing the plaque in a location that makes it difficult to be reached and
using commercially available epoxies to adhere the plaque, making it extremely resistant to
removal. Plaques are either front mounted (holes drilled through the front of the plaque and
screwed into anchors placed in the mounting surface) or rear mounted (studs on the back of the
plaque that are pushed into holes drilled in the mounting surface). By filling the drilled holes with
epoxy, the screw or stud virtually is irremovable.
Historic Building Surveys and Plaque Programs: Some historical societies have ongoing
research programs investigating the historical value of local buildings and structures. For such
historical societies, one option to consider is the incorporation of a plaque program into these
ongoing research efforts. There are two advantages for tying these programs together. First, a
plaque program can help cover research expenses, giving the building owner the feeling that they
are getting a tangible product in return for their donation. A second advantage is that a building
owner’s awareness of the historical society’s ongoing research efforts is increased.

Conclusion
As historical societies continue to enhance their efforts to inform community members about the
historic importance of their neighborhoods, it is likely that, in the future, an increasing number will
be considering plaque programs as highly visible, administratively simple, cost-effective
approaches to community education and historic preservation. Plaque programs offer the
leadership of historical societies an innovative way to make local history accessible to all members
of the community. Besides enhancing the educational goals of historical societies, such programs
often facilitate the meeting of other group objectives such as membership expansion, community
rehabilitation, and fund raising. While this leaflet provides specific steps leading to the planning
and implementation of a successful plaque program, additional information may be obtained
from historical societies with plaque program experience or from suppliers specializing in historic
landmarks.
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Properties of Historical Significance in Hanover Park
Property Address
1
2
3
4

Property Known As
Luthern Church
Parsinage
Pararie Station Pub

Date Built

Exexuctive House / Dairy
Manger Building

Sears Catalogue
Home (Yes / No)
No
No
No
No
Yes
Yes

5 7N581 County Farm Road
6 7N595 County Farm Road
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
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Montgomery Ward
Cataloge Home
Date
(Yes /No)
Date Built Demolished
No
No
No
No
No
No
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CY 20 Budget Request Worksheet - BUDGET JUSTIFICATION
1450 - Historic Committee
GL Hidden to left
CY 19
CY 19
CY 20
CY 20
CY 21
CY 21
Account Description
Budget
Actual
Budget
Actual
Budget
Actual
Commodities
Office Supplies
$500
$389
$500
$495
$500

CY 22
Budget

CY 22
7/22

CY 22
Projected

CY 23
Requested

$0

$500

$0

$500

$500

$0
$50

$0
$0

$0
$0

$0
$0

$0
$0

$0
$50

$50

$0

$0

$0

$0

$50

$0
$0

$0
$0

$1,200
$0

$0
$0

$1,200
$0

Notes

Memberships/Subscriptions
Ancestry.com
Other Memberships

$0
$250

$0
$0

$250

$0

$800
$100

$0
$0

$900

$0

$1,800

$0

$0

$0

$1,200

$0

$1,200

$1,800

$1,650

$389

$2,350

$495

$550

$0

$1,700

$0

$1,700

$2,350

$200

$0

$500

$0

$500

$0

$500

$0

$500

Schools/Conf/Meetings

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

Transportation

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

Special Events

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$150

$0

$150

$150 Shirts, etc. for events

$200

$0

$500

$0

$500

$0

$650

$0

$650

$650

$1,850

$389

$2,850

$495

$1,050

$0

$2,350

$0

$2,350

$3,000

Total Memberships/Subscriptions

$50

$0

Materials & Supplies
Historic Plaques
Books/Publications/Maps

Total Historic Plaques

Total Commodities
Contractual Services
Consulting

Total Contractual Services

Total Historic Committee

7/22/2022

2:56 PM

$1,800
$0 Training/Educational Books, CDs, etc.

$500 Historic document scanning
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DEPARTMENT OF VILLAGE BOARD, CLERK, COMMITTEES
1450 – HISTORIC COMMISSION
PURPOSE STATEMENT
The purpose of the Historic Commission is to promote the educational, cultural, economic and general
welfare of the community by ensuring the preservation of structures and properties that represent the
cultural heritage of the Village of Hanover Park and of the community prior to the Village’s incorporation.
Other purposes associated with this commission include: presenting information and programs
concerning historic preservation issues that affect the village, its residents and businesses; creating new
or coordinating existing historic programs suitable for achieving the goals of this commission; working
with other agencies and individuals who are working on historic preservation programs; encouraging the
preservation, restoration and rehabilitation of structures, buildings and properties that advance the
history of the village; identifying such property, structures or areas within the Village that are historically
significant; and establishing criteria and recommend to the Village Board of Trustees designation of
heritage plaques.
The Ordinance to establish a Historic Commission was passed by the Village Board in mid-2017. Since
no commission members have been appointed yet, there have been no official meetings. An Ordinance
was also passed later in 2017, creating a Historic Committee to support the mission of the Historic
Commission. Committee members were appointed, and the Historic Committee meets regularly to
forward the goals of the Village.
The Goals and Accomplishments below reflect the work of the Historic Committee
2022 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Strategic Plan Goal #2: Community Image & Identity
1. Heritage Property/Site Plaques. The Historic Committee will honor eclectic and historic
properties within the Village with a Heritage Plaque program. The Committee will establish
criteria, policies and process for the Heritage Plaque program, to help recognize qualified
properties in the community. Two such plaques will be awarded in 2022. Evaluate coordination
with Hanover Township’s Plaque program as well. (First through fourth quarters)
Completed and Ongoing. While the criteria was developed, and the committee evaluated eligible
properties. Prairie Station Pub and ….
2. Inventory Sears Catalogue homes built in Hanover Park. (First through fourth quarters)
Ongoing--- Add more...
3. Digitize historic documents including slides, tapes and various other media. (First through
fourth quarters)
Ongoing. Materials, including slides, film, VHS tapes, are being sent out for being digitized,
converting into a usable format.

2023 BUDGET GOALS
Strategic Plan Goal #2: Community Image & Identity
1. Award Heritage Property/Site Plaques/Individual & Organization Plaques. The Committee will
finalize an application and selection process and identify one or two recipients.
2. Inventory Sears Catalogue/Montgomery Ward and other historic homes built in Hanover Park.
Discuss process and resources to help identify such structures.
3. Digitize historic documents including slides, tapes and various other media.

VILLAGE OF HANOVER PARK
HISTORIC COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
2121 W Lake Street, Room 212, Hanover Park, IL
Tuesday, May 24, 2022
6:00 p.m.
MEETING MINUTES

1. CALL TO ORDER – ROLL CALL
Chairman Jon Kunkel called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m.
PRESENT:

Members:

ABSENT:

Members:

VILLAGE
STAFF
PRESENT:

Trustee Liza Gutierrez, Chairman Jon Kunkel, Co-Chair Irene
Walther, Member Erika Griesemer, Member Lisa Mueller,
Member Ruth Carlson

Officer Kevin Pini

GUESTS:

2. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA
Co-Chair Walther made a motion to approve the Agenda for May with a correction on the date which was
seconded by Member Griesemer.
Voice Vote. All Ayes.
Motion Passes.

3. PRESENTATIONS / REPORTS:
3-a. None.

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
4-a. Co-Chair Walther made a motion to approve the minutes from March which was seconded by Member
Griesemer.
Voice Vote. All Ayes.
Motion Passes.

5. TOWNHALL SESSION: None.
6. ACTION ITEMS:

6-a. Co-Chair Walther made a motion to approve the Prairie Station Pub and Lutheran Church
(Community of Hope Church) for the 2022 Heritage Plaque Program for February which was
seconded by Member Griesemer.
Voice Vote. All Ayes.
Motion Passes.

7.
OLD BUSINESS (NON-ACTION ITEMS):
7-a. Wall of Mayors Project (8 Total) – ongoing
Provided to Manager’s Office: Bock, Crawshaw, Packham, Craig
Still researching a higher quality photo: Barone, Baker, Jensen, Dominique
7-b. Historic Preservation of Photographs – ongoing
7-c. Historic Preservation/Organizing Documents/Items of Historical Significance – ongoing
7-d. Discuss process and resources for identifying Sears Catalogue homes built in Hanover
Park.
•

08/24/2021 Discussion: Chairperson Kunkel advised there are (2) Sears Homes and
no Montgomery Ward Homes.
• 10/26/2021: Chairperson Kunkel to research the property addresses.
7-e. Discuss application and review process for identifying eligible
properties/people/organizations for the Heritage Plaque Program.
• 08/24/2021 Discussion: The nominations should come from members of the
Committee, residents, and business owners. There should be verification of eligibility
for the Historic Plaque Program and consent from the property owner to have the
plaque placed on the property. Nominations should be received by the regularly
scheduled meeting in March of each year.
• 10/26/2021: Trustee Gutierrez suggested an e-Blast and/or an article in the
Highlighter.
• 01/25/2022: Executive House/Dairy Manager Building, Prairie Station Pub, Music Arts
Building, Lutheran Church, Church Parsonage. Decision to approve the Prairie Station
Pub and Lutheran Church (Community of Hope Church) for the 2022 Heritage Plaque
Program at the next meeting in February.
• 02/22/2022: Committee voted to approve the Prairie Station Pub and Lutheran Church
(Community of Hope Church) for the 2022 Heritage Plaque Program.
• 03/22/2022: Member Mueller provided research on the Lutheran Church (see
attached) and Trustee Gutierrez was going to work on documentation for the Prairie
Station Pub.
• 05/24/2022: Trustee Gutierrez is working on documentation for the Prairie Station
Pub.

Historic Committee Meeting Minutes – March 22, 2022

8. NEW BUSINESS (NON-ACTION ITEMS):
8-a. Board Liaison Update: No Update
8-b. Staff Liaison Update:
• Next meeting will be June 28, 2022
9. ADJOURNMENT
At 6:27 p.m. Chairman Kunkel made a motion to adjourn the meeting which was seconded by Member
Griesemer.
Voice Vote. All Ayes.
Motion Passes.

Recorded and Transcribed by:
____________________________
Kevin Pini, Staff Liaison
On this 24th day of May 2022

____________________________
Jon Kunkel, Chairman
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